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MERGER: A BANKING REFORM

The technology integration will be a big issue. The Bank of
Baroda recently upgraded its core banking technology from Finacle
7 to Finacle 10. It was a huge exercise lasting for months

Priyanka The Government had proposed the merger
Chinchkar ©of Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank, Dena Bank
in order to make it 3rd largest competitive
bank in the economy. This amalgamation will increase banking
operations and the employees will have better conditions. The
move is basically to deal with the long pending NPA’S (Non
Performing Assets). Additionally, mergers will widen the reach
of the bank formed and the services provided would be superior.
Last year, State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur (SBBJ), State Bank
of Hyderabad (SBH), State Bank of Mysore (SBM), State Bank
of Patiala (SBP) and State Bank of Travancore (SBT), Bharatiya
Mahila Bank (BMB) were merged with SBI with effect from 1st
April 2017, catapulting the country’s largest lender to among the
top 50 banks in the world.

Currently, the merger of Bank of Baroda, Dena Bank, Vijaya
Bank is in news. These banks have decided to appoint three
separate Valuers to arrive at “Share Swap Ratios” for their bank
merger. These banks have set up committees comprising the Chief
Executive Officers (CEOs) and Executive Directors of these three

Finally, It Begins

Arun Jaitley-led T Boards of the

alternative three banks to
mechanism proposed | consider the
the consolidation proposal

Combined entity will have

Bank of Baroda
710.29 lakh crore

More than Business Vijaya Bank

34% of low- book of 72.79 lakh crore

cost deposits | ¥14.82 Dena Bank at
lakhcr, Z1.72 lakh

Capital buffer
crore

of nearly 12% | the third-largest

banks to integrate functions (HR, IT, credit functions).

Source: 1: The Economic Times. (18 Sept. 2018).

The existing employees will now be absorbed into the newly
merged entity that will be formed (it is expected to take 4 to 6
months to complete the merger process). Once the merger is
completed, these banks will inform their customers about any
changes in the cheque books, passbook, cards etc. This will all be
free of cost. They will include the new codes, logos, and the name
of the bank. Customers will also be given enough time to change
them. In the meantime, customers can continue to use the existing
cards and chequebooks, they are definitely valid. Fixed deposits
or other kinds of deposits will remain safe and earn the interest as
supposed till the time of maturity. Savings accounts will earn the

interest that will be offered by the newly formed bank. The new
entity will also have a new internet banking portal. During the
initial time soon after the merger (transitional phase), bank’s
existing link will be redirected to the new one. The IFSC and
MICR codes of the branches used in online transactions will also
be changed over time and will be duly informed to the customers.
All the loan rates and terms and conditions associated with the
existing loan will remain unchanged.

All three banks combined would have a total loan book of Rs
6.40 lakh crore and total deposits of Rs 8.41 lakh crore, making
it the third-largest bank in India. Total branches will increase to
9,489. But many of these branches could be overlapping, which
means they may have to cut branches that are near to each other.
A Government statement said the merger will lead to synergies of
a shared network, low cost deposits and subsidiaries. The merged
bank will have a current and saving account ratio of 34.06% and
capital adequacy of 12.25%.

The technology integration will be a big issue. The Bank of
Baroda recently upgraded its core banking technology from

Consolidation-
Achieving Scale and Realising Synergy

« The amalgamated bank would be the
third largest bank in India

« Strong competitive bank with
economies of scale

o e

+ Synergies for network, low-cost
DENA BANK

deposits and subsidiaries

-

+ Positioned for substantial rise in-
* customer base
* market reach
« operational efficiency
* Wider bouquet of products
& services for customers

\'rm:f\-x % & it agier
e Bank of Baroda
» Employees interests to be protected

+ Brand equity to be preserved

* All three banks on Finacle CBS
Platform

g ) L

+ Capital support will be ensured PINANCIAL SERVICES  +

Finacle 7 to Finacle 10. It was a huge exercise lasting for months.

Source: 2: as per the Twitter account of Rajiv Kumar.

This merger will create India’s third largest bank in terms of
total business at Rs 14.82 lakh crore. The idea behind this initiative
is to make these public sector banks (PSBs) stay competitive in
the market, enable realisation of synergies for networks, low-
cost deposits and subsidiaries, rise in customer base, operational
efficiency, market reach and wider range of products and
services. The Government had asked the Reserve Bank of India
to prepare an action plan and a list of banks for consolidation, the
Government is going ahead in full swing with its plan to clean up
the banking sector by converting them into a stronger and better-
capitalised lenders.
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Constructing New World (dis)Order

Post-Trump and Post-Brexit west challenges the very
rules-based world order which west itself had created. Along
with the emergence of assertive China and power-conscious India,
these events mark a clear shift of geopolitical centre from
Euro-North Atlantic to Indo-West Pacific.

Prime Minister of India, President of People’s Republic of China and President of

United States of America. (File Photo)

“Watershed moments’in the modern world history are those
when world shifts its gears and gets adapted to new rules. Such
watershed moments in recent past are many like end of Cold War,
9/11, 2008 Sub-prime crisis, Arab spring. Recent developments
around the world from Trump’s election to murder of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi, seem to suggest world is again on the cusp of
experiencing another ‘watershed moment’.

Historical Background

The world order which we are witnessing today was devised
by United States of America (US) in 1945. Soon after the World
War II ended in 1945, United Nations (UN) and Bretton Woods
Institutions (like World Bank, International Monetary Fund) were
established with the aim to maintain peace and international order.
But as against the expectations, world was soon divided into two
military camps i.e.US and Soviet Union or USSR.

1) Cold War era (from around 1949 to 1991) : Cold War
era was marked by bipolarity where two superpowers existed
simultaneously. Though both US and USSR avoided direct
military confrontation, world witnessed high degree of tension,
arms race, thrust for nuclear weapons and space militarization.

There were two systems of economy and governance existed.
Thus the tussle was not only between ‘US and USSR’ but also
between ‘capitalism and communism’ as also between ‘liberal
democracy’ and ‘dictator state’.

2) Post- Cold War era (from 1991 onwards) till beginning of
Trump era (2016) :USSR disintegrated into 15 different nation-
states in 1991. World became unipolar with US as the sole
superpower. US-promoted economic liberalization was adopted
by most of the countries. Globalization became transformative
tool in the hands of US to use fiercely for bringing world in order
of its accordance. Using its military might, US invaded Iraq in
2003 and rendered it directionless without any future re-building
plan. Announcing ‘Global War on Terrorism’ after 9/11 incident,
it deployed its military personnel into yet another country -
Afghanistan and placed its feet in Asia. With the aim oftoppling
the Syrian government, it started supporting and fuelling
rebellious movements in Syria, the move which gave ISIS — one
of the deadliest terrorist organization — space and time to spread
world over.

Post-Trump World (towards de-globalization ?)

1) Trump’s withdrawal from World Order : After assuming the
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world’smost powerful office, Trump started unscrewing the
order-construct created by US, the step which apparently could
be seen towards de-globalization. As promised in his election
campaign, which was painted by slogan ‘Make America Great
Again’, he first pulled out of ‘Paris Agreement on Climate
Change’, showing how seriously President of lone superpower
looks at danger of climate change. He abandoned Trans Pacific
Partnership (TPP) which was part of America’s ‘Pivot to Asia’
to contain China. With imposing additional sanctions on Iran,
he unilaterally pulled out of Iran deal which his predecessor
was successful to bring about with help of other P5+1 powers,
showing once again his recklessness towards world order. He
frequently threaten to pull US out of NATO (North Atlantic
Treaty Organization), military alliance between US and other
European countries. Citing reasons of injustice being done against
US at WTO (World Trade Organization),the biggest rules-based
multilateral trade body, he threatens to pull out of it.

2) US relationship with Russia and China : US sees Russia-
China axis with suspicion. And this is evident from the fact
that,under Trump’s presidency, as unveiled in US’s new ‘Security
Strategy’ last year in December, US calls China and Russia as
“main threats”. Since last few months, US — China trade rivalry
has reached to an unprecedented level. Recently in this month, US
has pulled out of Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty
with Russia, which was cold-war era treaty banning medium range
nuclear missiles. This could mark beginning of new arms race.

3) Post-Brexit : Brexit phenomenon can be seen more of
weakening of European Union (EU) than of rationalisation of world
politics. After several waves of de-colonisations in last century,
European colonial powers like that of United Kingdom no longer
remained superpowers. Marred
with problems of migration from
Africa, economic slowdown in
countries like Greece, and Trump’s
protectionist, non  cooperative
stance towards EU countries, their
influence in world affairs has been
severely marginalized.

Emergence of assertive
China

China’s rise is reflected in its
more assertiveness. President Xi
Jinping’s “two guides” policy
announced earlier in 2018 says,
China should guide ‘the shaping
of the new world order’ and
safeguarding international security.
Through projects like ‘Belt
and Road Initiative’, China has
increased its presence in Eurasia

and IOR (Indian Ocean Region). Also because China is so
integrated into economic, political and cultural spheres of world
that west, unlike erstwhile USSR, will not be able to contain
China easily. Along with all this, China’s territorial assertion in
its surrounding, its naval presence in Indian Ocean, its heavy
economic engagement with African countries and its alleged
influence in politics of some countries like Australia, show China’s
thrust to play a bigger role in shaping new world order.

India as the leading global power and champion
of rules-based world order(NAM 2.0)

Traditionally, India has
been following middle path shown by ‘Gautam Buddha’, which
reflects in its Foreign Policy also. Even during era of Cold War,
where world was divided between two military camps, India
had adopted path of ‘Non-Alignment’ i.e. not to enter into any
of the camps for war purpose, but receive support from both
for developmental purpose. India’s this “middle-path” stand is
reflected in recently concluded India-Russia Annual Summit
2018, where India signed ‘Forgo S-400’ system deal, successfully
handling US pressure of imposing sanctions. BRICS, of which
India is founding member,was established to cooperate between
its members and minimize their dependence on western economic
order of WB, IMF etc. Through forums like G4, India asserts need
for more inclusive and progressive reforms in Security Council of
UN. Also in WTO, it is de facto leader of the developing world
and wants to promote rules-based world trade.

Inevitability of US in New World Order

Though US has been protectionist since post-Trump era, its
influence in international affairs is
not likely to vanish in near future and
it will remain a key player in world
politics. In its document “Security
Strategy”, where US called China
and Russia “main threats”, it called
India “an ally” and “a leading global
power and strategic and defence
partner”. Thus US wants India to
play bigger role in strategic affairs.
While India should cautiously move
ahead without blatantly following
any one camp, it should also not
mistaken ‘Non alignment’ as ‘Non
involvement’.

Being run by world’s biggest
rule-book — the Indian Constitution
— India knows importance of rules-
based order. With shifting of world’s
geopolitical centre from Euro-
Atlantic to Indo-Pacific, India is set
to play a major role in world affairs.
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Insightful story of AnandGram

Nikhil Borkar

Anand gram a village
whose inhabitants are all leprosy patients found asylum
after the bitter experience of rejection and alienation in
world outside is perched on hillock of Dudhalgaon,26 km
from Pune.

Indu Patwardhan the lady who sow the seed for this
Anand gram with the help of six labourer was started in
1961, when Oxfam international offered Patwardhan a
grant of pound 1,111 (Rs. 17,776) for land for a colony for
leprosy patient, Said by Jay Kadpatti (Anandgram Society
trustee).For two years after the Oxfam offer, she had no
land for her colony. Angered by what they assumed was
her apathetic attitude, Oxfam officials demanded their
money back. After a tearful Patwardhan explained how no
one was willing to sell land for the leprosy patients, the
officials joined forces and helped her acquire the barren,
rocky piece of land which later became Anandgram, in
Dudhalgaon, near Alandi, a pilgrim centre for the devotees
of Lord Gyaneshwar.

As Anandgram grows, it gives its inhabitants the sense
of dignity that they lacked in their earlier existence. Didha
Patil, lived from 2002 in Anandgram,saidno one accepted
her even after getting cured. Went through the battle for

e, TR ,«"
5 --"- .

‘Awareness campaigns should inform that a person
aftected with leprosy can lead a normal married life, can have
children, can take part in social events and go to work or school as
normal. Acceptability of leprosy patients in society would go a long
way in reducing the stigma attached to the disease,” Chief Justice

Misra observed.

permanent shelter from Anandwan (warora) to Anandgram
(Dudhalgaon) she further said,” this is now her home
where she will be till her last breath, ‘’Patwardhan Mai
gave shelter to us, which was unprecedented.

Leprosy patients who have been swept away from
the mainstream of society, has offered their existence in
Anandgram,

where a Dighe a Mumbaikar, said he went through many
of financial and social hurdles where no one supported him,
except this Ashram of Patwardhan. Dighe,81, archabilitated
patient, in his eighties added further that, ‘’this ashram
gives them a life”. Place Situated in hillock had no identity
earlier, as place were fully surrounded by forest, now
ashram premises have about 250 children studying from
class first to seven in Marathi medium school, all were
from economically backward class.

Leprosy inhabitant in ashram, existed with themonthly
financial support of Rs450 including
food,Anandgram which gives shelter to more than 350
inhabitants, now has only 11 left, “’Patil an attendant in
ashram said,”” few of them died, while he didn’t sure about
others where they are?

two times

Even after
successful
rehabilitation,
inhabitant need
special affection, few
of students who knows
our significance, they
came and celebrate
festivals with us, said
by Jayanti Bai, a lady
inhabitant but society
do not accept us that’s
why we are here, she
said,”.



INKQW &

USRI FATA AT

s W | EiEISERRIRRIRIRERL HE
}‘ 9 i 7 T 2 9 T AR
. Tfeen A, T A1 A AR
&q AGR ToraTed Stfer: 9§ e, JA

Rogy = AR e T wen
R FAEAT A 3T OF FE AFA O FE S OER w6d
7T, AT A R, W AT Tl STEd HgH ¢ 391 W el 2,
A ¢ FE A W@ g uRiedd g faeee e, AR e
AT T A 9 ATEHMT GHR T AT 3T, Riaommgs o
USRI A1S SAT=Em §AR 3fTed, A1d Al arq Hecardl a1 areal
Al JIFAT B FH AL AGH AR SR 6Ee. T
T2 o,

T AW A Feed AEF T AR AW AR W
TERIGHET 71 e 3¢ WG 29 TR Ta@ oATg. A gl
A AT WA AR S ST WER AW A
THITER 970 hefl e, T9d & ¥4 qedre & FaEe e, JRid aut
HeX R AT A6 3o swA 91 WO AT feredl T
TEFAT TR 202 § U 08l T FAM 4 WG FHRIRAT
A AT ST R FEe. ¢ FR 9G4S Al Ageart, g S
AR AT B1dl, TATEIHTY AT STl 9-T79 FHAA A
AT STed. AT SN dTed AT SRR TH= IR0

209¢ e fecean ASToTRIZaN 3NeaTAel IRBRS yof el =gl Ieie
cices R Heiep fervfenege 371e e slep-an dal dheen. ATHS Higen YHOTR
RISPTRID Hepe AT Faepiye 3Te.

TROMH 21 T, JFRT=A1 He R TSR SEa TRe S AT,

TS T AIGAT AT 351 TRl e, T SeTe 3 1.
USRS TTfe F Te0e ST AT, e Aiel e
ST, T MRS A S o e T o, WA Then
TR FT @lel g JHER 98 98d T, SRM TRIEqemed
REEDII A o IE N E ARG I B IR R R G E L R il
et forett 2t et v g g S o e g, e

TS S HeE AT AF K T Aed. q qen
WM ARG Jocel  FEd 9 o oW e fma A
Tl e e FOAME @G g ST e 43 Ted 9w,
fareorrendt st o, St gt Ao SR AR & g fd fafay
foFmft 9 @EG od, AEEGE AE "ol @9 M e e,
fém 39, A FRO ARG A1 S AT, T SR A g i
T AT, ST A AN JaF ARG G Al A,
UFIRMHAR Faear TadR ol i 9 21, ame Jaa
ISR TR A afree foed! e oo afectt e,

WM 3 ATEE A A A, A FHES A
v 219 AT, e JaHE1 A1 W F AT A B IR g
el e, E e S ged A a3 g e e
FE A T,




INK;&W B

A Ray of Sunshine

! On Oct 20, India’s first baby was

born through uterus transplant

“The hospital erupted in cheers
hearing the robust cry of the baby.
It was the best baby cry I had ever
heard.” says Neeta Warty, one of the gynaec surgeon who
successfully operated on Meenaxi Valand, a beautician
hailing from Gujrat. The couple went to several places
before coming to Mumbai.

After years of unsuccessful trials, undergoing extreme
trials and tribulations, Meenaxi and Hitesh Valand are
parents to a healthy baby girl At 12.12 am, after a 12-minute
Cesarean section operation - thanks to the team of doctors
at Galaxy Care Hospital in Mumbai.

The healthy baby girl of 1.4 kgs is the first baby girl,
not only in India but also all over Asia Pacific born through
uterus transplant.

Meenaxi and Hitesh Valand were trying to have a
baby for the last 8 years. Meenaxi had 4 abortions and
2 miscarriages, which left her uterus scarred. Then her
mother decided to give the uterus to her daughter, and
Meenaxi underwent the uterus transplant a year ago.

Neeta Warty says, “The uterus in which Meenaxi was
born was the same in which Meenaxi’s daughter is born.
The nature’s play is simply beautiful.”

Meenaxi adds, “Her cry was like music to my ears.”

Madhuboni |
Banerjee

Dr Shailesh Puntambekar, the director of the hospital
and a laparoscopic surgeon, who conceptualised the entire
transplant to ceaserian opeation says, “We did it,” he said.
“Creating life out of a transplanted organ is the biggest
medical feat we have achieved. Rest of the organs give life
to a patient. We have created life out of a patient — yes,
that is the biggest feeling I have.”

The first uterine transplant in the world was done in
2002. Since then, there have been 27 such transplants, with
only 11 women going on to have successful deliveries.
Meenakshi, a beautician from Bharuch in Gujarat, is now
the 12th, points out in-vitro fertilisation specialist Dr Pankaj
Kulkarni, who was part of the team monitoring Meenakshi.
Nine of the other 11 babies were born in Sweden, and two
in the US.

The first uterine transplant in the world was done in
2002. Since then, there have been 27 such transplants, with
only 11 women going on to have successtful deliveries.

In April this year, an embryo was transferred into
Meenakshi’s womb and resulted in a pregnancy. In between,
after she developed mild diabetes because of the immuno-
suppressant drugs she was on. The maximum doctors wait
before they carry out C-secs in uterine transplant cases is
34 weeks. While

Meenakshi was in the 32nd week of pregnancy, the
C-sec had been already scheduled for October 21 as she
had pregnancy-induced

hypertension plus the doctors did not want to take
a chance with the transplanted uterus having last seen a
pregnancy 25 years ago.

The first uterine transplant in the world was done in
2002. Since then, there have been 27 such transplants, with
only 11 women going on to have successful deliveries.
“Nine of the other 11 babies were born in Sweden, and two
in the US, and this is the 12th baby born for the first time
in India, and the entire Asia Pacific region.”

A ray of hope still shines for women who yearn to
be mothers, thanks to the technology and the medical
advancements in this century.
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Choreography:
The form of art

people from different cultures
and religions are interrelating
through technology, migration,
hitech communication, dance
also wants to be involved in this
process

R B 4 !
Mrunal Jagtap

Man needs much more than the basics in order to exist; man must
do more than survive and art is a testament to that. One of our most
fundamental of ‘needs’is to celebrate; and dance like all art forms, has
always played an important role in the act of celebration.

In our festivals we need dance as much as we need music, colours,
lights etc, it functions as a device to make one’s life fuller, to provide
meaning to this thing we call existence. This must be, why, for
centuries, there was no need for contemporary choreography in the
field of classical Indian dance. The forms of Indian classical dance
themselves were so rich, so full of life and content that there was no
need for change. We are a society of traditions, where traditions are
held in deep reverence and preserved with care.There is a whole new
generation of Indians who belong to an international and cosmopolitan
community. The world is closing in on us, so to speak, and just as
people from different cultures and religions are interrelating through
technology, migration, hitech communication, dance also wants to
be involved in this process. We are no longer living in the temples
or courts; hence we must make a great leap into the international
arena of dance. But beyond this need to expand and explore the
world, dance needs to be able to express one’s personal emotions and
thoughts. Every artist has to have an intimate relationship with the
art form that he or she practices. Most of our classical dance forms
have been choreographed at some time by the great masters and are
passed on to the next generation in that form, hence creating tradition.
Choreography, as understood today, requires the dance form to be put
into a different kind of space. This requires a new approach of the
known structures to suit new concepts.

Itis simply safer to keep looking over your shoulder for material
from the past rather than facing the vast, open plain before you. We
must come out of this safe comer and have the courage to confront
this thing called creation. However, choreography can only come
after a base is built within you. First and foremost you must master
the form and technique and have a strong command over it. Beyond
this, you must have motivation, a need to create, then a concept of
design for a theme.
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Elegance of LBS national academy

N
Nikhil Borkar Being from Sausar a place in
madhyapradesh, 1 aimed to
being an administrative officer,it was through my
father I came to know about UPSC which gives to
country the top most bureaucact,everyyear.,after an
dedicated four attempt of UPSC I entered into the
dream house,”LBSNNA , which I was aspiring for,
said by 2017 batch TAS officer Rahul Dhote., who
is currently posted as assistant collector at Ratlam,
Madhya Pradesh.

The Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration (LBSNAA) is a research and training
institute on public administration in India. Operated
by India’s Union Government, LBSNAA is in the
remote town of Mussoorie, Uttarakhand in the foothills
of theHimalayas. Selected from UPSC as an officer
were trained into Himalayan foothills. Four-month
foundation training began in the month of September,
where all the feeling of “equality” among all the
trainees is introduced.

From the main campus built on the Charleville
estate, there have been subsequent expansions. The
Academy has 6 major complexes housing its basic

The royalty of being into the Lal Bahadur shas-
tri national academy of administration experienced through
amazing fourth month journey of foundation, said by 2017 batch IAS

Namami Bansal.

infrastructure: Main Academy Complex at Charleville,
Indira Bhawan Campus, Glen mire Estate, Happy
Valley Complex, Polo Ground and Monastery Estate.
Also, 17 other campuses provide residential facilities.

The Charleville complex is spread over 69 acres and
caters to training of fresh entrants as

well as customized courses. The Indira Bhawan
campus offers facilities for in-service training, other
specialized courses, programs, workshops and seminars.
The culture, customs, arts & crafts and cuisine of the
diverse regions of the country are put up on display

- through outdoor and indoor activities by the Officer
Trainees. This helps build pride in the country’s rich
heritage besides sensitizing the OTs about the traditions
of regions other than their own.

Being a passionate trekker, academy provide me to
explore myself with the nature, where academy offered
frequent trek around Himalayas during foundation,
“’said by 2017 batch IPS Probationary, Nikhil Borkar.
The Charleville complex (karamshila) has occupied
with the officers’ mess, which provides a delightful
food to the trainees.

The area has also main sport complex and games
facility, badminton,
tennis, squash court, and
gymnasium  hall  with
excellent aerobic and
strength training machines;
one yoga hall and two
Table Tennis tables is
being there.

The royalty of being
into the Lal Bahadur
shastri national academy
of administration
experienced through
amazing fourth month
journey of foundation,
said by 2017 batch IAS
Namami Bansal.
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Mask folk dance of India: Chhau

Eastern India’s Chhau
folk dance is a melange of
martial arts and acrobatics,
depicting various religious
themes and stories from Ramayana,
Mahabharata, Durgatarini, ancient texts
and literature, and even household chores.
This is traditional dance wearing big masks
while dancing. These masks are integral
part of the performance in Purulia

(WestBengal) and Seraikella (Jharkhand)
while the Mayurbhanj Chhau (Odissa)
doesn’t involved masked dancers. Chhau
dance is a highlight at festivals especially
during spring. Chhau is taught to male dancers from
families of traditional artists or from local communities.
The dance is performed at night in an open space to
traditional and folk melodies, played on the reed pipes
mohuri and shehnai. The reverberating drumbeats
of a variety of drums hold tightly the accompanying
music ensemble.This dance is performed in open areas
especially in front of temples.

Different views are found regarding the nomenclature
of the Chhau dance. Some people say that the name
Chhau is derived from the word ‘Chhauni’ meaning a
military camp where the dance evolved from the martial
art. They believed that this folk dance was performed
to entertain the Oriya warriors inside the camps and
has spread gradually from there. While in Bengal, the
word ‘Chhau’ ordinarily means a mask and because the
dance is performed by use of mask, it is called ‘Chhau
dance’.”One has to pass through different stages of
training to learn
all aspects of the
dance:‘Chhawk’
is Four Corners.
It is the first stage
of training. In this
stage of training
one has to pose in

a square form
by standing on
two legs.

‘Dharana’ is
the second stage
of learning. In
this stage one

Priyanka Ghosh

An Indian folk dance performed with masks from the villages of West Ben-
gal, Odisha and Jharkhand.

learns the basic techniques and positions of holding a
sword

shield and keep walking. The remaining positions are
almost same as the Chhawk.

‘Tobka’, the third stage means stylized movements.
In Seraikella and Purulia Chhau it is known as ‘Chhalli’.
On the basis of the techniques of walking this Tobka is
further divided into six sub-types namely- SadaTobka,
LohraTobka, DubaTobka, UskaTobka, DhewTobka and
Muda Tobka.”

The mask- making knowledge is passed orally in the
family of local artisans and is a multi- step process.
Mud moulds of various figures depicting mythological
figures, birds or animals are made and then covered with
layers of paper and glue. Clay facial features are added,
followed by layer of cloth and mud are then left to dry in
direct sunlight. In final touch the mask is polished, nose
and eye holes are drilled and then finally it is painted
and decorated to represent character to be portrayed.
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How Digital Content Is Overtaking

Digital Media Content is taking over
the Traditional Media Content, How
and Why?

Digital is the trademark of the
modern world which has created a whole new reality- the
virtual reality- where the global community comes together
as one. On the platform of the World Wide Web, the digital
content is as diverse as the netizens who create, produce
and promote it. It is then not surprising that digital content
is steadily taking over the traditional content in all spheres.

The Great Shift

While sifting through traditional forms of content
is time-consuming, digital allows access to all sorts of
information with just a few finger taps. It is not that people
are lazy so they prefer to consume digital content. The
audience that used to consume
traditional content is same as
the dynamic one which has
now wholeheartedly adopted
digital. It is because digital
content is equally stimulating
while being more inclusive as
well as interactive.

Brands get the chance to
interact, one-on-one with
their consumers present in any
part of the world through the
digital medium. Interactive
videos, such as ads which
tell emotive stories, help a
brand promote its product, as well as values, by hitting
the right chord with the right audience at the right time.
The end result of this type of communication is visible by
evaluating the increase in website hits and how many of
them get converted to purchases.

While the digital sphere has something for everyone, it
offers enough filters to alter the scope of information which
would make the content more receptive to the audience.
This selection process which helps a person target their
search to specific parameters also makes the user feel
special. The more concentrated a person’s research, and
the better the results, the higher is the satisfaction quota.

The Old School

Traditional content generally targets the masses, because
creating niche content for a small group is expensive
as well as a risky endeavor. But digital has risen above
these challenges. Irrespective of which form of digital
communication is used, whether text, audio, video or
multimedia, brands can now create and market stories

Adarsh
chourasiya

Content Market

While the digital sphere has something for everyone, it offers enough
filters to alter the scope of information which would make the content more
receptive to the audience.

which are produced solely for the ‘viewer’ in particular
and not the ‘mass’ in general. Needless to say, such form of
communication that can connect easily and instantly has an
advantage over every other.

With better analytical tools at our disposal to understand
the behaviour of growing number of netizens, one can now
use this data to gain insight about how different types of
digital content affects the buying decision of people. This
type of information is invaluable for any brand. Getting such
deep analysis from traditional modes of communication
is a difficult and tedious process. Thus, companies have
also started to prefer the use of digital content to reach
out to their customers as the result of their efforts is easily
calculable.

Advantages of Digi World

Undoubtedly, digital
is more real-time than
traditional. As soon as
product launches, people
can go online and review
its different aspects. This
system can be repeated by
different people at different
platforms while providing
a relatively unbiased and
wholesome picture of the
product’s viability. This is a
quick process that compared
to traditional seems to
happen almost in a jiffy. By
the time the traditional modes of communication catch up,
the digital citizens are done exploring the deal and move
on to the next one.

It is a fast world where no one has the time to watch even
three or four minute long videos. If a brand fails to capture
the attention of its audience within seconds, it is doomed
to obscurity. So unsurprisingly, digital influencers putting
out Instagram stories of even something as tempting as a
cheesy burger limit the videos to fifteen seconds or less.

Social media has added more value to digital content by
making it easily accessible and more importantly, easily
‘shared’. In fact, the kind of content a person shares on his/
her social media handles is used to judge their personality
by their peers. This value of ‘share’ button up-scales the
worth of any content. This in turn increases the content’s
marketability.

The increasing smartphone and internet penetration in
India is expected to boost the dominance of digital content
over traditional by making it more accessible than ever.
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AT Toied] RO q1e T A3 FF=AT A6 SAee! A
AT T3 ST et T,
3¢ T AN TH WA FOAI AR IR el o e
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feadifeaa € sepeary amgaw . HiEEA aroReEEl
UehUl, FaxAe AT, =TT hor, TFg Gepol, fegisn oo areft
g araeuar= fafasr wrRor sed. 90 €9 R Aiasa=an
srfearorr= fafaerel searea.

I BRI AvgATzHa] WA ST i a1 HIVIT=T 3T o
FopTa=. ATl AT q8 Ufed ATel. €&ad: = Ush S da
FERIAA= ATAATET STell, 90T ek SToTRUS fo=R o=
ezl gfagm g ATl AIGEad gggd. SIedTdl T
STere SATIOT SITdT STVl T SgH Afedl Terd. ST o=
TEHTI= Tegd <ATHl MEf= a1 Meredn grear.
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TSAT TAT Bad ATAAT TR, STAT=AT YTaTBI hIVTehe ATHATST
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AT wTel feaamarEs A1 HieTed 3 et Uw HeReud T
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AR = 912 A0 3Te. RO TEUuITEaad HTeTEe=T aTu
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Trfest.
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